
 
 

 
 

 

100 South Market Street 
Troy, Ohio 45373-7303 

 

HUMAN RELATIONS 
COMMISSION 

 
TROY HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

Thursday, May 18, 2023, 6:15 p.m. 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 100 S. Market Street  

 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
I. Call to Order                                  S. Holycross                   
                                                                           
II. Roll Call                         K. Feltner 
                                                                                                                        
III. Approval of March 16, 2023 Minutes            motion/second/roll call vote 
          
IV. 2023 Projects Update                                                                                     S. Holycross      

a. Ohio Historical Marker  
b. Walking Map  
c. Other business   

                   
V. Commission Member Comments  
 
VI. Public Comments  

 
VII. Adjourn   
 
 
 

 
 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, July 20, 2023, 6:15 p.m., Council Chambers, City Hall  



March 16, 2023 
 

1 
 

          MINUTES OF HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 
A regular session of the Human Relations Commission was held at 6:15 p.m. in Council Chambers, City Hall.  
 
Members Attending:  Holycross, Keller, Severt, Villalobos.  
 
Presiding Officer:  Chairperson Sonia Holycross 
 
Others Attending: Mayor 

City Staff 
 Citizens 
   
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting commenced at 6:20 p.m. by the Chairperson’s call to order.  
   
MINUTES: Upon motion of Mr. Severt, seconded by Mr. Keller, the February 16, 2023 minutes were approved 
by the Commission unanimously, having no corrections or additions to these minutes.   
 
2023 PROJECTS UPDATE: Regarding the Ohio Historical Marker application, Ms. Holycross stated that the 
required documentation was being finalized and that the application was due May 1. As for the walking map, 
the Commission plans to reach out to local historians and seek their help in compiling accurate information to 
be included on the map.  
 
Mr. Severt and Ms. Hekate gave an update on the 2023 Juneteenth event. The event planning process is 
successfully moving forward, and the hope is to have a bigger and better celebration with various activities 
scheduled for Friday, June 16, and Saturday, June 17. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: No public comments were provided.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggested Walking Tour Map Locations Related to Troy’s African-American History   

• Nineveh  
• Soldiers Circle, Section 11, Riverside Cemetery   
• Robert Kenney’s Grave, Riverside Cemetery   
• Lincoln Community Center  
• Signs at McKaig & Race Park  
• Underground Railroad Stops  

o Brandiff-Dye-Croner-Gillis House, 210 E. Main St.  
o Canal Repair and Loading Basin Walnut & Canal Sts.  
o Trinity Episcopal Church (Barbel Adkins Ctr.), 22 E. Franklin St 
o First Presbyterian Church, 20 S. Walnut St.  
o Old Miami County Courthouse, 112-118 W. Main St.  
o McCampbell House, 21 W. Water St.  
o McCurdy House, 206 W. Main St. 
o Asa Mayo House, 11 N. Walnut St.  
o Tullis Farm, 138 S. Ridge Ave.  
o McKaig-Galbreath House, 406 S. Ridge Ave.  

 



 

Troy History Museum  
Underground Railroad Tour 
 

























 

Miami County of Ohio 
Underground Railroad  

 



Mayo House, 11 North Walnut Street, Troy 

< This is what 
it looks like today. 

This house was built in 1841 by Asa Mayo, a prominent merchant. The house was en­
larged in 1847. It is an example of Greek Revival style, and it's the most expensive of 
Troy's remaining mansions. In 1847 the mansion was appraised at $2,500.00. It is ru­
mored that this house served as a station on the Underground Railroad. 

Reference: 

Miami County Historical Society Book, 1981, p 161. 

401RidgeAvenue,Troy 

Present owners: Joe and Mary Reiser 

Reference: 

Miami County Historical Society Book, 1981 , p 165. 
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This house was built in 1857, by James 
McKaig. This house contains one of 
Troy's most beautiful circular staircases, 
handmade of walnut. It is said that it was 
once a station. Beneath the flooring at the 
entrance is the start of a tunnel that leads 
to the street. It was closed many years 
ago. Many tunnels have been filled in or 
covered, mostly for safety reasons. 

This Ridge Avenue area was known 
as the "Beeches," for its many fine 
beech trees. 



John Milton McCampbell 
b: November 21, 1809 

in Staunton Township 
d: unknown 
Lucinda Fuller 
b: 1820 in Clark County 
m: May 29, 1836 
d: unknown 

23 W. Water Street, Troy 

This lot number was #8 and the first lot 
to be sold in Troy. This house is known 
as the David McCampbell house. A 
tannery first appears on the tax records 
in 1832. However, Troy pioneer, John T. Tullis, stated that a tannery was built on this lot 
as early as 1809, by Martin Rouzer. Animal bones were found in the basement several 
years ago which were from this tannery. In the basement there is a room adjoining the 
cellar, which was said to be a hiding place for the slaves. 

John Milton McCampbell was a proprietor of a boarding house in Troy. John was the 
son of William (born in 1772 in Rockbridge, West. Virginia) and Elizabeth Orbison (born 
in the same state). They were married in 1806, soon after they arrived in Miami County. 
William died February 27, 1847 and Elizabeth died in 1821. John's second marriage was to 
Judith Luce (nee Gerard), who had four children. She died in 1866. 

When John was seventeen years of age, he arrived-in Troy with James Hanna. They 
learned the tannery and currier trade together. In 1834, he purchased his first employer's 
business, which he operated until 1868 then John sold it. 
John married Lucinda Fuller in 1836, and they had two children. Lucinda's former husband 
was Charles Newall, and they had one son, Edward Newall. 
Wilbur Siebert reports that John M. Mccampbell was an Underground Railroad worker in 
Troy, Ohio who had a tannery and shoe store. John supplied the ~hoes for the runaways. 

References: 

History of Miami County, Ohio by W. H. Beers and Company, Chicago, IL, 1880, p 700. 

Miami County Historical Society Book, 1981, p 161. 

The Mysteries of Ohio 's Underground Railroads by W. H. Siebert, 1951, p 137. 

The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom by W. H. Siebert, 1898, p 426. 

Troy, the Nineteenth Century by Thomas Bemis Wheeler, 1975, p 81. 

U.S. Census - Ohio 
1840 Miami County, Concord Township, p 357. 
1850 Miami County, Concord Township, p 83. 
1860 Miami County, Concord Township, p 258. 
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210 E. Main Street, Troy 
Richard Brandriff-Dye-Corner-Gillis House 

Every room has a fireplace 

Lot #50, this house was built in 
1847 by Richard Brandriff, a 
Methodist minister, abolitionist 
and conductor in the Underground 
Railroad. He operated a iron 
foundry and stove store. Richard 
manufactured steeled mold board 
plows. His cooper shop, in 1835, is 
now the frame part of the house. 
The house is a two-story French 
style house with a graceful cherry 
banister with newel post of 
mother-of-pearl inlay and ash 
floors, painted white. 

-'.: with an iron burner inset. The 
present owner is Robert 
Patton, an interior designer, 
who restored this house and 
the Tullis houses. 

References: 

and the doorways were made 
fancy-from simple door frames 
to Greek revival style. In the 
basement there is an entry to a 
tunnel that went underground 
and across the street. 

Richard Brandriff 

Miami County Historical Society Book, 1981, p 163. 

Mysteries of Ohio Underground Railroad by W. H. Siebert, p 426. 

Picture of Richard Brandriff from the Siebert photo collection. 
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Southwest Corner - Franklin and Walnut Streets, Troy 

This is the oldest building continu­
ously used as a church in Troy. It 
was built between 1833 and 1835 of 
brick made on the farm of Asa 
Coleman, two miles north of Troy. It 
was here on July 5, 1837, General 
William Henry Harrison addressed 
the people of Troy and officially 
opened the Miami and Erie Canals. 
In 1966 Trinity sold this property to 
the Mountain Church of God and 
moved to Henley Road. 

For years, a school was held in the 
basement. A runaway slave once 
eluded her pursuers in the basement. 

Emancipated Negroes in Troy 
(an article in the "Troy Daily News" paper) 

Many emancipated Negroes lived in Troy in the 1840s. It wo·uld not have been as safe 
for them to have kept possession of their free papers, which would have been taken by 
kidnapers in their manhunts. These free papers, as was wise, were therefore entrusted to 
friendly whites. An old colored lady in the town was "Auntie Green. " She occupied the 
basement of a deserted Episcopal Church, from which she went out to work regularly. 
As no one knew about her free papers, she could not be considered a member of Troy's 
group of Emancipated Folks. One spring morning, at school time, Auntie Greens status 
got a positive backset, when several Southern horsemen rode up to the vacant church, 
and the leader rapped on the door with his whip. A crowd gathered to see the outcome. 
As no answer was given, he dismounted and pulled open the door. But the tenant was 
gone. While the crowd laughed, the riders departed in anger. It was found out later 

Boards were put up to preserve the shaft. 

References: 

that the old colored women had ascended a 
delapidated stairway in the basement and 
passed through the church and the vestry 
and out the back door. She had been con­
veyed southwest to New Lebanon and from 
there forwarded to Canada. The conductor 
was undoubtedly a local book binder who 
carried his wares in a tier of drawers in a 
large covered wagon, its spacious center 
affording room for passengers. 

Mysteries of Ohio Underground Railroad by W. H. Siebert, p 137. 

Miami County Historical Society, 1981, Taylor Publishing Company, p 160. 

87 



20 S. Walnut Street, Troy 
(The New School) First Presbyterian Church 

President Lincoln's Memorial services and other 
Civil War services were held here. This church 
was built in 1859. It cost $12,000 to build. There 
was a clock tower on the belfry so tall it could 
be seen for miles around. The inside gallery and 
stained glass windows were added later. The 
present mixes with remnants of the past: A pair 
of manacles were found under the dirt in the 
tunnel of the church. Church officials believed 
they were used by slaves who stopped there for 
church services. An inactive pump was used to 
pump air into the tunnel. Along the tunnel was a 

hole in the wall that the slaves would crawl through. This hole was replaced by a wooden 
door. Information about the slave site is passed on by oral tradition. 

References: 
The Nineteen Century by Thomas Wheeler. 

Troy in 1831. Presbyterian Church in foreground, and 
Court House in Public Square in left background 

Troy Historical Society "Historic Troy, Ohio," Miami County, Troy, Ohio, 1974, p 47. 

History of Miami County, Ohio by Irene E. Miller. 

Historical Society, P. 0. Box 407, Tipp City, Ohio 45371 . Printed by the Taylor Publishing, p 176. 

Interview with Joe Woods, Director of Christian Education, First Presbyterian Church, South Walnut Street, Troy, Ohio. 

Miami Valley Sunday News," Troy, Ohio, Sunday April 26, 1998, p 17. 

Breaking the Chains by Rachel Ramsey, Sunday, April 26, 1998 (front page). 
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206 W. Main Street 

Robert McCurdy was a native of Germany who came to Troy in 1824. He taught in a 
small building that once stood behind the old Presbyterian church at the northwest 
corner of Franklin and Main Streets in Troy, Ohio. After that he move into a private 
house of Messrs. Grosvenor & Clarke on Plum Street. About that time, the upper 
story of the Presbyterian church was used for school purposes. Mr. McCurdy was 
spoken of as a man of broad culture, a fine scholar, and a most excellent instructor. 
He was a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 

References: 

The Mysteries of Ohio's Underground Railroad by W. H. Siebert, p 137. 

The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom by W. H. Siebert, p 426. 

The History of Miami County, Ohio by W. H. Beers and Company, 1880, p 382. 

U.S. Census - Ohio 
1850 Miami County, Concord Township, p 112. 
1860 Miami County, Concord Township, p 296. 
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John T. Tullis 
b: July 14, 1794, Georgetown, 
Franklin County, Kentucky 
d: August 25, 1877 
Margaret Murray 
b:unknown 
m:August5, 1816 

John was the son of Aaron 
Tullis. Arron came from Vrrginia 
by way of Kentucky. John was 
born in Kentucky. He traveled 
with his father to Lebanon, Ohio 
in 1804. John, along with other 
boys, drove the wagons, cows 

and calves north to the Turner Farm in Miami County, Ohio. They arrived in Miami 
County in 1805. This was a large area of thick forestland. The next morning after the 
boys arrived, they woke up and found that their horses and cows were missing. The 
calves were still there. 

Arron Tullis and his wife had ten children. After Arron's frrst wife died, he remarried 
and gave the farm to John. On August 5, 1816, John married Margaret Murray, and they 
had nine children: Sarah, James Watson, Gilbert, Harry, Gilmore, Charles, Bayless, and 
Mary. Two infants died. John sold his real state and moved to Troy, Ohio. He was elected 
Justice of the Peace and opened a dry goods business. In 1841 John was appointed 
Postmaster of Troy, Ohio. He served as a partner with a Mr. Drake, who published the "Troy 
Tnnes" newspaper. He started a book binding store and later traded Malin Morris for it. The 
farm was located two miles west 
of Troy on Covington Pike 
(New Route 36). 

As early as 1825, Troy was 
famous for the Underground 
Railroad movement(for the aid 
of Negro slaves seeking refuge 
to Canada). The fugitives were 
spirited on their journey from 
Dayton to West Milton and also 
to the stations in Troy. From 
Troy they were taken north to 
Piqua or east to Urbana. 
Among the workers were 
editors of the "Troy Times" -
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Present owner: Dr. Robert and Mary 
Ryen Malarkey 

References: 

John T. Tullis, a Methodist, and 
John Mccampbell and Lester Smith, 
two Presbyterians. These men 
risked arrest, imprisonment, and 
fines if caught helping the slaves. 
John T. Tullis was a devoted 
Christian man who did not believe in 
slavery. He built a neat little cottage 
and moved back to Troy. On 
August 25, 1877, John Tullis died 
and went to live with his Lord. 

History of Miami County by W. H. Beers and Company, 1880, pp 215,216,229,230,232,378,717,815. 

The Mysteries of Ohio's Underground Railroad by W. H. Siebert, p 137. 

Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom by W. H. Siebert, p 426. 

Troy, the Nineteenth Century by Thomas Bemis Wheeler, pp 36, 37, 59, 81. 

Miami County History of Troy by Leonard U. Hill (1807-1953),p 171. 

(Leonard Hill was chairman of the County Sesquicentennial Historical Committee.) 

U.S. Census - Ohio 

1820 Miami County, Concord Township, p 71A 

1830 Miami County, Concord Township, p 10. 

1840 Miami County, Concord Township, p 360. 

1850 Miami County, Concord Township, p 95. 
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